AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1, 2 and 4 and add Claim 7 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

An image bearing member on which an electrostatic image is formed; 

a developing device, which develops the electrostatic image in a developing position, 
which is opposite to said image bearing member, said developing device including a developing 
container having a first chamber and a second chamber constituting a developer circulating route, 
a developer carrying member provided in said first chamber for carrying the developer to develop 
the electrostatic image, and an agitating and carrying member provided in said second chamber 
and having a spiral vane provided around a rotary shaft to agitate and carrying the developer; 

a rotary member holding said developing device and rotatable in a route including said 
developing position; 

supplying means for supplying the developer to said developing device, which is in 
said developing position; 

an opening, provided in a wall of said second chamber located above an upper end of 
said spiral vane of said agitating and carrying member and located downstream in a rotation 
direction of said agitating and carrying member in a region above a rotation center of said 
agitating and carrying member in said second chamber in a state in which said developing device 
is in said developing position, for discharging excess developer resulting from the supply of the 
developer by said supplying means through said opening to an outside of said developing device; 
and 



-2- 



an opening and closing member provided so that the other end of said opening and 
closing member is pivotally moved about a pivot center provided at one end of said opening and 
closing member, said opening and closing member being pivotally moved to a position for 
opening said opening when said developing device is in the developing position, the other end of 
said opening and closing member being located downstream of the pivot center in the rotation 
direction of said agitating and carrying member 

an agitation promotion p ortion, provid e d on said rotary shaft of said agitating and 
carrying memb e r in a vicinity of said op e ning, for agitating the develop e r . 

2. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 1, further 
comprising an agitation promotion portion, provided on said rotary shaft of said agitating and 
carrying member in a vicinity of said opening, for agitating the developer an opening and closing 
m e mb e r provid e d at sa i d o pe ning to b e p ivot e d by op e ration of gravity, said op e ni n g and clos i ng 
member being moved to a position to open said opening when said developing device is in said 
developing position . 

3. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 1, further 
comprising a wall portion provided in a vicinity of said opening in said second chamber, said 
wall portion protruding toward an inside of said second chamber. 
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4. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to Claim [[1]] 2, 
wherein said agitating and carrying member is in the form of a plate. 

5. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 4, further 
comprising a plurality of agitating and carrying members provided on said rotary shaft. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (New) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 3, wherein said wall 
portion is located near the other end than the pivot center. 
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